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Nu mes. C, 





Hoc vos precipue, nived, 


decet. boc ubi vith, 
Ofcula ferre humero, qua patet, ufque hbet. 


Ovid. 
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Cos 


HERE is 2a certain Female Ornamént 
by fome called a Tucker, and by others the 
Neck-piece, being a flip of fine Linney or 

‘ Moflin that ufedto run in a {mall kind of 

ruffle.round the uppecmoft Verge of the Womens 
Stays, and by that means covered a great part of the 
Shoulders and Bofom.’ Having thus given a Defi- 
nition, or rather Defcription of the Tucker, I muft 
take Notice, that our Ladies have of late thrown a- 
fide this Fig-Leaf, and expofed in its Primitive Na- 
kednefs that gentle Swelling of the Breaft which it 
What their Defign by it is 


they themtelves beft know. . 


5 obferved this as I was fitting the other Day by 
a farnous She-Vifitant at my Lady Zizard’s, when 
accidentally as I was looking upon.her Face, letting 
my Sight fall into her Bofom, | was furprized with 
Beauties which I never before difcovered, and do 
not know where my Eye woud have run, if I had 
not immediately checked it. The Lady herfelf could 
not forbear blufhing when fhe obferved by my 
Looks, that fhe had made her Neck too beautiful 
and glaring an Objet, even for 2 Man of my Cha- 
rafter and-Gravity. 1 could fcarce forbear making 
ufe of my Hand to cover fo unfeemly a Sight. 


If we Survey the Pi&ures of our Great Grand- 
mothers in Queen Elizabeth’s Time, we fee them 


cloathed down to the very Wrifts, and up to the 


very Chin. The Hands and Face were the only 
Samples they gave of their beautiful Perfons. The 
following Age of Females made larger Difcoveries 
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of their Comple&ion. They firft of all tucked up 
their Garments to the Elbow, and notwithftanding 
the Tendernefs of the Sex, were Content for the 
Information of Mankind, toexpofetheir Arms tothe 
Coldnefs of the Air, and Injuries of the Weather. 
This Artifice hath fucceeded to their Wifhes, and 
betrayed many to their Arms, who might have 
efcaped ther had they been ftill concealed, 


About the fame time the Ladies confidering that 


the Neck was a very Modeft Part in a Human Body, - 


they freed it from thofe Yosks, I mean thofe mon- 
ftrous Linnen Ruffs, in which the Simplicity of their 
Gtandmothers had enclofed it. In proportion as 
the Age refined, the Drefs {till funk lower, fo that 
when we now fay a Woman hasa handfom Neck, 
we reckon itinto many of the adjacent Parts. The 
difute of the Tucker has {till enlarged it, infomuch 
that the Neck of a fine Woman at prefent takes in 
zlmoft halt the Body. 


Since the Female Neck thus grows upon us, and 
the Ladies feem difpofed to difcover themfelves to 
us more and more, f would fain have them tell us 
once for all how far they intend to go, and whe- 
ther they have yet determined among themfelves 
where to make a Stop. 


For my own Fart, their Necks, as they call them, 
are po more than Bufls of Alablafter in my Eye. 
I can look upon 


The yielding Marble of a fnowy Breaft 
with 
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With as much Colducls a: this Line of Mc. Wal- 
fer reprefeuts in the Odje& ic felf, But my fair 
Readers ought to confider, that all their Beholders 
are not WNeffors. Every Man is uot fafficiently qua- 
lfied with Age and Philofophy to be an indifferent 
Spce@ator of fuch Alluremenuts. The Eyes of young 
Menvare curious ahd penetrating, their Imagi- 
ginations of a roving Natnre, and their Paffions un- 
der no Difcipline or Reftraint. [ amin Pain for a 


~ Woman of Rank when I fee her thus expofing her felf 


to the Regards of every impudent ftaring Fellow. 
How can the expeét that her Quality caa defend her 
when fhe gives fuch Provocation? I could not but 
obferve lait Winter, that upon the difufe of the 
Neck- peice (the Ladies will pardon me if it is not 
the fathionable Term of Art) the whole Tribe of 
Oglers gave their Eyes a new Determination, and 
ftared the Fair Sex in the Neck rather than ia the 
Face. “To prevent thefe fawcy familiar Glances, 
I would entreat my gentle Readers to fow ontheir 
Tuckers again, to retrieve the Modefty of their Cha- 
raters, and not to imitate the. Nakednefs, but the 
nnocence of their Mother Eve. 


What moft troubles and indeed furprizes me in 
this Particular, I have obferved that the Leaders in 
this Fathion were moft of them married Women. 
What their Defign can be in making themfelves bare I 
cannot poffibly imagine. No Body expofes Wares 
that are appropriated. When the Bird is taken the 
Snare ought to be removed. It was a remarkable 
Circumftance in the, Inftitution of the fevere 
Lycurgus. As that great Law-giver knew that the 

ealth and Strength of a Republick confifted in 
the Multitude of Citizens, he did all he conld te 
encourage Marriage: Jn order to it he prefcribed 
a certain loofe Drefs fur the Spartaw Maids, in 
which there were feveral Artificial Rents and Open- 
ings, that upon their putting themfelves in Motion 
difcovered ieveral Limbs of the Body to the Be- 
holders. Such were tie Baits and Temptations 
made yfe of, by that wife Law-giver, to incline 
the young Min of his Age to Marriage. But when 
the Maid was once fped fhe was not fuffered to 
tantalife tae Male Part cf the Commonwealth, 
Her Garments were ¢lofed up, and ttitched together 
with the greateft Care imaginaole, The Shape of 
her Limbs and Complexion of her Body had gained 
their Ends, and were ever after to be concealed 
trom the Notice Of the Publick. 


I fiiall conclude this Difcourfe of the Tucker 
with 2 Moral which I have taught upon all Occa- 
fions, and fhall ftill continue to inculcate into my 
Female Readers; namely, that nothing beltows fo 


~* 





much Beauty on a Woman as Modefty. This is 
a Maxim laid down by Ovid himfelf, the greateft 
Mafter in the Art of Love, He obferves upon it, 
that Vexus pleafes moft when the appears (/emi-re- 
dua) in a Figdre withdrawing her felf from the 


‘Eye ofthe Beholder. It is very probable he had.in his 


Thoughts the Statue which we fee in the Venus de 
Medicis, where the is reprefented in fuch a thy re- 
tiring Pofture, and covers her Bofom with one of 
her Hands. In thort, Modefty givesthe Maid great- 
er Beauty then even the bloom of Youth, it beftows 
on the Wife the Dignity ofa Matron, and reinftates 
the Widow in her Virginity. 


This Paper is to be had of Mr. Yemes ander the 
‘Thatch’d-houfe Tavern in St. James’s-ftreet; Mrs. 
Bond at Charing-crofs; Ars, Bolter and Mrs. Dodd 
wear the Temple-gate; and Mr. Round én Ex- 
change-Ally. ; 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Juft Pablith’d, (Printed in a neat Pocket Yo- 
lume r2mo.) ; 

The Seventh Edition of CATO, a Tragedy. Write 
ten by Mr. Addijon. To which are prefined feverab 
Copies of Verfes to the Author. Printed ‘i 
at Shakefpear’s Head ovzr-againft Catherine-ftrect in the 
Strand, Price 1s. N.Be There are @ fmall Number 
Printed. upon «very fine Paper, and curioufly Bounds 


Bibliotheca Sele@iffima ; or, a Catalogue of fearce 
and valuable Booke, Greek, Latin, Italian and French of the beft Edie 
tions; many bound in Red Turky Leather, Gilc Leaves; with fome 
of the choiceft Authors in Spanifh, among which are a great many 
curious Volumes relating to Painting, Sculprure, and Architeéture, 
The Juftinian Gallery compleat, Blaeu’s Adlas in Eleven Volumess 
and feveral foe Manufcriprs upon Vellum, with -— neat in 
M gnaure, Colle&ea beyond Sea, chiefly out of Bulreau’s Library at 
Paris, and Vander Marck’s at the Hague, N. B. There is a Capi- 
tal Pictare of Nicola Pouffio, and two Excellent Heads, with three 
Por Fvlin’s of Original Italian Drawings, which will be fold im- 
mediately after th: Boks. The Sale will begin on Wedaoefday che 
Sth of July, #713, in che little Piazza, Covemt-Garden. at the Green 
Door, begimaing at 6 a Clock in the Evening precifely. Caral-gues 
my bebadof Mr. King in Weftminiter-Hall, Mr. Varenne at Seneca’s= 
Head nésr Somerfec-Houfe in the Strand, Mr. Wotton at the three 
Daggers near the TempleeGate, Mx. Batemun in Pat.r-nofter-Row, 
Mr, Strahan at the Goiden Ball over-againft the Royal Exchange; 
and at che Place of Sale. N.B. The Books may be feen till the time 


of Sale. 
This Day is Publith’d, 

The Second Part of the Diffuafive from Jacobit- 
ifm, wherein the Inrereft of the Cieryy and Univerfities, with Re- 
lation to Popery and the Pretender, is confider’d, by the Author of 
the firft Parc, Price 6d. Printed for J. Baker in Pater-nofter Row, 
and W. Brand and J. Kent at the Middle Temple Gate in Fleet- 
ftrect, Where may be had the Bifhop of Cambray’s Exiftence of 2 
God, 








LONDON: Printed for F. Tonfon in the Strand; and Sold by 
A. Baldwin in WarwickeLane; where Advertifements are taken in. 1713. 
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